Community dynamics of carrion-attendant arthropods in tropical african woodland.
Carcasses are temporary resources which are unbredictable and inconsistent in their availability and locality. A recognisable community of interacting user arthrocods comprising sarcophages, coprophages, dermatophages, keratophages, detritivores, predators and parasites has evolved to exploit the carcass habitat. The large number of arthropods, close confinement, and limited duration of resources necessitates aggressive utilisation. The trophic relations, competition and successionary pattern of these arthropods is discussed. Several pathways to reduce competitive conflict are described. Succession at carcasses is viewed as being inherently different from the traditional concept as the habitat is non-replenishing and does not lead to a climax community.